Correlation of scrotal circumference and age in American Brahman bulls.
Scrotal circumference (SC) measurements were taken of 921 American Brahman bulls located on two ranches in southcentral Texas. Measurements were taken at various seasons of the year over an 11-yr time span. Body condition scores, as reflected by fat cover, and a subjective estimate of overall nutritional status were 4 or better, based upon a 1 to 9 scoring system, with 5 representing an animal with an average amount of body fat. Associated body weights were not measured and semen evaluations were not performed. Ages were calculated from exact birthdates and rounded to the nearest whole month. Ages from 8 mo to more than 36 mo were reported. SC measurements ranged from 16.0 cm to 42.5 cm. The relationship of SC and age was positively correlated (r=0.74) (P<0.0001) and could be predicted using the equation y=0.525x + 18.702 where y=SC in centimeters and x=age in months. These data provide evidence that the relationship of scrotal circumference and age of American Brahman bulls is similar to that of other cattle breeds.